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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 8493 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR UNGA US BR KS KN 

SUBJECT: BRAZILIAN VOTE ON KOREA AT UNGA 

REF: (A) STATE 224256; (B) 225930 

1. POLCOUNS CONVEYED SUBSTANCE OF REFTELS TO MFR DEPUTY CHIEF 
OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (AZAMBUJA) ON SEPTEMBER 24, 
EXPHASIZING IMPORTANCE OF KOREAN ISSUE TO US AND OF BRAZILIAN 
VOTE IN SUPPORT OF FRIENDLY PROCEDURAL RESOLUTIONS AS WELL AS 
AGAINST HOSTILE RESOLUTION. 

2. AAS AZAMBUJA SAW EMERGING SITUATION. PROCEDURAL VOTE COULD 
WELL DETERMINE OUTCOME OF KOREAN ISSUE. FRIENDLY RESOLUTION 
WAS OBVIOUSLY FIRST TO BE INSCRIBED, BUT HE DID NOT RULE OUT 
POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESSFUL MANEUVERS TO BRING HOSTILE RESOLUTION 
UP FIRST FOR VOTE. HE NOTED THAT IN SIMILAR PROCEDURAL QUESTIONS 
INVOLVING PERIPHERAL BRAZILIAN INTERESTS PRACTICE HAD BEEN TO 
ABSTAIN, BUT HE THOUGHT GOOD CASE COULD BE MADE ON STRAIGHT 
LEGAL GROUNDS FOR AFFIRMATIVE BRAZILIAN VOTE TO RESPECT 
PRIORITY OF SUBMISSION OF RESOLUTIONS. HE FORESAW SIMILAR 
DIFFICULTIES IF HOSTILE RESOLUTIONS ACTUALLY CAME TO VOTE, AS 
BRAZIL'S NATURAL INCLINATION WOULD ALSO BE TO ABSTAIN. 
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3. AZAMBUJA SAID HE WOULD CONSULT ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER 
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(GUERREIRO) AND ASIAN DEPARTMENT OF POSSIBILITY OF GIVING 
US FIRM COMMITMENT OF FAVORABLE BRAZILIAN VOTES ON PROCEDURAL 
RESOLUTIONS AND HOSTILE RESOLUTION AND INFORM US IN COMING WEEK. 

HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT ISSUE WAS SO THORNY, THAT IT MIGHT BE 
DESIRABLE FOR US TO MAKE FURTHER REPRESENTATIONS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 

SILVEIRA WHEN HE RETURNS FROM UNGA. 

4. IN PASSING, AZAMBUJA NOTED THAT PRC EMBASSY HERE HAS BEEN 
LOBBYING HARD FOR BRAZILIAN SUPPORT FOR NORTH KOREAN POSITION. 

HE SAID PRC AMBASSADOR SAW SILVEIRA ON THIS SUBJECT ON SEPTEMBER 16 
AND LEFT AIDE-MEMOIRE. HE ALSO COMMENTED AS PERSONAL OPINION 
THAT EXTENT OF SUPPORT FOR US RESOLUTION ON KOREA AMONG 
FLOATING THIRD-WORLD MEMBERS WILL BE GREATLY INFLUENCED BY US 
WILLINGNESS TO BE RESPONSIVE OF QUESTION OF ADMISSION OF TWO 
VIETNAMS. 

5. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S ESTIMATE OF WHEN KOREAN 
ISSUE LIKELY TO BE DEBATED IN UNGA. 
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